
FIRST DRAFT - UNEDITED 

It was at a weekly summer club in high school hosted at Oregon Health and Science 

University that I finally discovered I wanted to apply my passion for science through medicine. I 

was taken to a lab on campus to practice suturing and taking vitals, but something else caught my 

eye after I was done with those activities. It looked like an arcade cabinet with surgical 

implements where joysticks would normally sit. The third year medical student who was 

mentoring the club saw what caught my attention, and he motioned for me to follow him over to 

the machine. “Do you wanna try a laparoscopic cholecystectomy” he asked me. “I have no idea 

what that is, but yes – yes I do” I replied staring wide eyed at the surgery simulator. He let out a 

chuckle and told me “here I’ll guide you through it and you can perform the surgery”. I stepped 

up to the simulator, grasping both tools and began clipping and cutting the foreign sounding 

anatomical structures he instructed me to. I felt nervous, as if I were performing my first real 

surgery on a live patient, but my hands remained steady and my precision was unwavering. 

Completing objectives of the surgery such as removing the peritoneum and clipping the cystic 

duct felt almost familiar to me, like beating a level in a video game, however this simulator 

captivated me like no game ever had before. While I did nick an artery here and there, causing a 

fair amount of bleeding, I successfully completed the surgery. I felt euphoric after the procedure. 

I could picture myself in an operating room performing the same procedure. I was sure I wanted 

to pursue medicine. 

At Pacific University I was afforded the education and experiences that stimulated my 

interests of science and medicine. I studied subjects such as microbiology, genetics, anatomy, 

physiology, and immunology which fascinated me to no end. My peers would flock to me during 

lab asking for help identifying structures and to clarify physiological mechanisms. My professor 



noted this and he asked me to be a teaching assistant (TA) the following year. I thrived 

mentoring other students, teaching them about the systems of the body that fascinated me so. 

That same year I started working as a research assistant. This experience developed within me a 

new love for learning and scientific discovery as I gathered various data that when on paper 

meant nothing, but when interpreted and analyzed revealed a relationship that was previously 

unknown. 

At this point in my life I found myself at a crossroads. I loved research, and teaching, yet 

I wanted to practice medicine and be a learner for the rest of my life. All of these requirements 

seemed impossible to fit into one package until my advisor enlightened me to the profession of 

physician assistant (PA). 

Being a PA is really the ideal career for me. I am drawn to the idea of practicing an 

essentially unlimited scope of medicine, as PA’s may switch specialties without completing a 

residency. The balance in lifestyle means I can practice medicine, and still have time outside of it 

to pursue my hobbies and maintain a full family life. As a PA I would also be able participate in 

clinical research, satisfying my scientific curiosity. 

Fresh out of college I became a medical scribe, and was assigned to work with a urologist 

who specializes in men’s sexual health. At first I was somewhat disappointed, as I would not be 

working in the more glamorous setting of an emergency department (ED). Instead, ED in my 

daily life would come to mean something entirely different. To my surprise, I actually really 

enjoyed working in an outpatient setting. Following up with patients I felt fulfilled when they 

returned and their symptoms were improving, and resolute when their symptoms persisted. 

Working in urology I developed a very nonjudgmental personality as patients would present with 

problems they were embarrassed about that we took very professionally. Through following a 



physician all day, I learned the physician thought process and developed a perfect synergy with 

the doctor I worked with. 

Being a PA would be the epitome of my professional desires and passions. In my 

experiences working as a TA and a scribe I have proven that I can work under someone, yet also 

know how to lead; I am a leader that knows how to follow. As a research assistant I developed 

hypotheses and unique experiments to answer complex question; I am innovative and curious. As 

a PA I will be learning for the rest of my life, and I will impart my knowledge unto my patients 

to treat them; I am the teacher that never stops learning. When all the pieces come together, I 

find myself not at a crossroads, but with one path ahead of me that I wish to follow with all of 

my being. I will become a physician assistant. 

 


